
There are governor 
vacancies at our school  
– Why not see if there is 
an opportunity to help. 

You don't have to be an expert in education to 
become a school governor. Your very different 

viewpoint can really help the school see 
differently and do things better. 

 

Anyone can become a governor; 
the only requirement is that you 

have the enthusiasm and desire to 
make a difference. 

You can get training which will help you 
make a big difference as a governor - 

whether you have a little or a lot of time. 
 

No one governor is expected to know it all.  
The strength of a governing body lies in its 

ability to attract and rely upon members from 
a wide variety of backgrounds. 



BE THERE TO 

Support & 

Challenge 

Ensure 
Accountability 

A Champion 
of Success 

PROVIDING 

Strategic 

Management 

Establish a 
Strategic 

Framework 

Monitor & 
Evaluate Progress 

MAKING 

Executive 

Decisions  

Allocate & 
Control the 

School Budget 

Appoint 
Senior Staff 



 
What do governors do? 
The governors' role is not about fundraising, school governors provide strategic leadership and accountability in 
schools. Holding the head teacher to account for the educational performance of the school and its pupils; and 
overseeing the financial performance of the school and making sure its money is well spent. 
 
I’m not a parent 
You don’t need to have children or be a parent of a child at the school to become a school governor. 
 
Different types of governor 
Governing bodies have representatives of school staff, the local authority, parents and members of the 
community. Despite representing different groups, all governors have exactly the same role and voting rights. 
 
Time commitment 
The average time commitment is 10-15 hours per term. This includes attending meetings, background reading 
and school visits. 
School governors are like magistrates or members of a jury and therefore have a right to reasonable time off 
work for their public duties (this may be unpaid). Check with your H.R. department for your company’s policy. 
 
Term of office 
School governors have a term of office of four years. However, as a volunteer you can resign at any time if your 
circumstances change. 
 
Training 
Governing bodies rely on a variety of experiences and perspectives. No prior knowledge is required. Training 
and support is available for new and existing governors and is free of charge. We recommend all new governors 
attend a governor induction programme. 

Governor FAQ’s 


