
Marnel Junior School History Curriculum Overview  

Aims 
The national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils:  

 know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation 
and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world  

 know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features 
of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind  

 gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’  

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw 
contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses  

 understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and 
interpretations of the past have been constructed History – key stages 1 and 2 2  

 gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international 
history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 

 

 

Autumn Term  

 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Focus Changes in Britain for the 
Stone Age to Iron Age 

Britain’s settlement by Anglo-
Saxons and Scots 

Non-Euro contrast with 
Britain from: Islamic 

civilization, Maya, Benin c900 

Ancient Greece 

Key Question Were Stone Age people made 
of stone? 

Is the Saxon language still spoken 
today? 

Can you dig up the secrets of 
the dead? 

Is it possible to run 150 miles in 
2 days? 

Concepts Beginnings Settlement, Travel Civilisation, Interpretation Legacy, Significance 

Prior 
Knowledge 

In Key Stage 1 children should have 
developed an awareness of the past 
and should now be able to use 
common words and phrases relating to 
the passing of time. They should have 
some chronological understanding of 
where the historical periods they have 
studied fit within a timeline. They 
should be able to identify some 
similarities and differences between 
the different periods they have 
studied. They should have developed a 
wide vocabulary of everyday historical 
terms. They should understand some 

In Year 3, the children will have begun to 
develop their chronological ordering 

further by place Stone Age, Iron Age and 
Roman Empire on a timeline. These events 

need to be discussed when looking at 
where this historical period happens to 
help with chronological understanding. 

Children will be expected to discuss three 
periods of history and be able to use 

different period terms to describe history. 
The main historical skill that needs to 
progress is the ability to begin to use 

evidence to support answers which now 
need to be written. The children need to 

In Year 3 and 4 the children have 
looked at historical periods that have 

been based both in the UK and 
outside of Europe so some links will 

be able to be made to those time 
periods. Children in Year 4 should be 
able to discuss different time periods 
in terms of chronology but now Year 

5 children will need to be able to 
discuss chronology of events within a 
time period and be able to talk about 

periods of time in relation to 
another. In comparison to Years 3 

and 4, the children will now need to 

In Year 5, the children will have looked 
at Ancient Egypt and studied the early 

ancient civilisation. Year 6 to make 
comparisons to this period of history. In 
Year 5, the children will have developed 

their understanding of chronology by 
being able to talk about events within a 

time period. In Year 5, children were 
beginning to make more in depth links 
between period of history and should 

be able to talk about different key 
events which happened within a time 

period. In Year 5, the children will have 
begun exploring the validity of sources 



of the ways in which we find out about 
the past and identify different ways in 
which it is represented.  

understand that information comes from a 
variety of different sources and need to be 

able to use this to help them with 
historical enquiries. 

have a deeper understanding of the 
period of history they are studying. 
In Year 3 and 4 children will have 
developed an understanding that 

sources come from different places 
but now in Year 5, children to need 
to develop an understanding about 

reliability of sources and why people 
may have changed history. In Year 4 

children will have begun to use 
evidence to support their answers. 

and what may have influenced them. 
Children throughout the school will 

have been developing their answers to 
questions starting from listing ideas to 

being able to use sources to support 
their ideas. 

Knowledge Knowledge to be developed: 
To understand how the period 
from Stone Age to Iron Age fits 
into a wider picture of British 
history.  
To find out how hunter-gatherers 
lived in Stone Age Britain.  
To explore how Stone Age people 
lived against threats  
To explore the style of Stone Age 
cave painting 
To research the history of Skara 
Brae 
To find out about the way people 
lied in the Neolithic period 
To understand what Stonehenge 
looks like and explore different 
theories about the building of 
Stonehenge 

Knowledge to be developed: 
To explain where and why the Anglo-
Saxons wanted to settle in Britain 
To understand the terms ’invaders’ and 
‘settlers’ and consider what it might have 
been like to be an Anglo-Saxon invader 
coming to Britain 
To explore the features of an Anglo-Saxon 
settlement and consider what life might 
have been like for different people living 
in an Anglo-Saxon village 
To find out what Anglo-Saxon clothing 
looked like and how they made clothes 
out of natural materials 
To find out how Anglo-Saxons kingdoms 
were organised and investigate Anglo-
Saxon place names 
To explore the story of Anglo-Saxon King 
Alfred and to consider why Alfred is 
remembered as ‘The Great’ 
To discover what runes looked like and 
explore how writing changed during the 
Anglo-Saxon period- including famous 
Anglo-Saxon manuscripts 
To find out about Anglo-Saxon religious 
beliefs and who helped the Anglo-Saxons 
to find out about Christianity 
To explore the significance of the Sutton 
Hoo discovery and investigate artefacts 
from an Anglo-Saxon grave 

Knowledge to be developed: 
To arrange events from Ancient 
Maya in chronological order. 
To compare and contrast Ancient 
Maya with modern society and 
other historical societies. 
To research information on the 
Ancient Maya. 
To be able to represent numbers 
using the Maya number system. 
To know some of the 
achievements of the Ancient 
Maya. 
To understand how Maya society 
was organised. 
To know an Ancient Maya myth. 

 
 

Knowledge to be developed: 
To use a timeline of key events to explore 
when and where the Ancient Greeks lived. 
To know what city-states were and compare 
Athens and Sparta. 
To find out why Alexander the Great was a 
significant figure. 
To find out what happened at the Battle of 
Marathon and analyse the main reasons for 
the Greek victory. 
To learn about the twelve Olympian gods 
and their associated symbols. 
To explain the importance of the Olympic 
Games in Ancient Greek culture. 
To explore key ideas and questions from 
Ancient Greek philosophers. 
To draw my own conclusion about the 
Ancient Greek story of the Trojan Horse. 
To explore different areas of daily life for 
Ancient Greek children. 
To explore the influence of Ancient Greece 
on various areas of modern life. 
To consider the significance of different 
legacies on life today. 

 



Skills 
Chronology 

Characteristic 
features 

Change & 
continuity 
Cause & 

consequence 
Significance 

Interpretation 
of the past 
Historical 
enquiry 

Connections 

Skill(s)/process(es) to be 
practised: 

Chronology Sequence events using 

timeline activity. How these events fit into 
wider British History. 

Characteristic features Study the 

technology, settlements & shelters, art, 
tools, burials. How people lived. 

Change & continuity Compare & 

contrast between periods the technology, 
settlements & shelters, tools, society 

Interpretation of the past Scarcity 

of evidence means gaps have to be filled 
by reasoned interpretation. 

Connections Refer back to period from 

later world studies that were Bronze Age 
cultures. 

Skill(s)/process(es) to be 
practised: 

Chronology Timeline/map work to see 

when/where from/why they left their 
homelands. 

Characteristic features Change from 

paganism to Christianity / Saxon culture. 
Settlements, clothing, kingdoms, burials, art 

Change & continuity Changing Saxon 

kingdoms. Christian conversion from 
Paganism. Forms of writing. 

Cause & consequence Why came to 

Britain. Why/how converted to Christianity 
Significance The Saxon legacy – language, 

learning, Christian centres, place names, 
Sutton Hoo. 

Interpretation of the past Does Alfred 

the Great deserve his title? Was he great or 
just lucky? Biography/significance of Alfred the 

Great. 
Historical enquiry To explore Christian 

conversion / Saxon culture. 
Connections The Saxon legacy – 

language, Christian centres, cultural identity 

Skill(s)/process(es) to be 
practised: 

Chronology Compare to Britain c900 

via timelines and locate on World map. 
Lasted a long time. 

Characteristic features Study the 

technology, settlements & shelters, art, 
tools, religion. How people lived. Did not 

have metals (Stone Age culture) but 
more advanced understanding of 

astronomy, mathematics than 
Britain/Europe at the time. 

Cause & consequence What was 

the cause of their civilisation 
growth/expansion and theories of 

demise. 

Significance Mayan civilisation 

monuments preserved – how does this 
impact the economy/tourism of South 

America? Mayan achievements – 
mathematics, astronomy, written 

language, cities, pyramids/temples, 
farming and irrigation. 

Interpretation of the past 
Misinterpretation of Maya in past e.g. 

belief that buildings influenced by 
Egyptians. 

Historical enquiry explore artefacts 

– how were they used? 
 

Skill(s)/process(es) to be 
practised: 

Chronology Explore duration & timing 

via timeline & locations via World Map. 
When & where AG lived – timeline. 

Characteristic features Study of city 

states, gods, Olympic games, philosophers, 
Trojan horse, lifestyle. 

Significance Influence of AG on modern 

life. 
Interpretation of the past Why 

Alexander the Great significant. Knowledge 
from a range of sources. Using sources to 
create a balanced argument (city states). 
Historical enquiry Features modern 

items that illustrate some Greek ideas are 
current today. Influence of AG on modern 

life 
Connections Many modern ideas and 

institutions stem from Ancient Greece. 
Contrast with Britain. Influence of AG on 

modern life. 

Key 
Vocabulary 

Animal skin  
Archaeologist  
Artefact  
Axe. 
Barrow  
Burial Site  
Cave  
Clay  
Dolmen  
Evolution  

Angles  
Christianity 
Missionary 
Pagan  
Picts  
Romans  
Saxons  
Scots 
Mercia 
Wessex 

Ancestor 
archaeologist 
civilisation  
drought  
headdress 
hieroglyph 
ritual  
jaguar  
scribes  
Mesoamerica 

Acropolis  
Agora  
Amphora  
Assembly  
Aristotle 
Archimedes 
Chariot  
Chiton  
Citizen  
City-state 



Flint  
Flint Knapping  
Henge  
Homo Erectus  
Homo Sapiens  
Hunter-gatherer  
Ice Age  
Ivory  
Loom  
Neanderthal  
Prehistoric  
Prey  
Ritual  
Sacrifice  
Shaman  
Shelter  
Skara Brae  
Spear 
Stonehenge  
Tribe  
Wattle-and-daub 

Sussex 
King Alfred 
Sutton Hoo 
Battle 

Sacrifice 
Tomb 
Murial 
Peccary 
El Mirador 
codices  
maize  
cacao beans 

Council 
Democracy  
Drachma 
Exile  
Fresco  
Frieze  
Grammatistes  
Hearth  
Hoplite  
Mosaic  
Myth  
Offering  
Oracle  
Parthenon  
Plato 
Shrine  
Socrates 
Stylus  
Temple  
Trireme  
Underworld 

Key Texts Savage Stone Age Horrible 
Histories 

Anglo-Saxons pack, Alfred the 
Great pack, Smashing Saxons 

Horrible Histories 

The Mayan pack, The Mayans 
History Hunters 

Greek legacy pack, Groovy 
Greeks Horrible Histories 

Resources Stone Age box, Open the Box 
theatre 

Anglo-Saxon Life and Death box Mayan box Greek box 

 

Spring Term  

 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Focus Changes in Britain for the 
Stone Age to Iron Age 

Local history study – Basingstoke (Tudors 
– Old Basing & The Vyne) 

The achievements of the 
earliest civilisations – 

Ancient Egypt 

Crime and Punishment 



Key Question Were Iron Age people made 
of iron? 

How has Basingstoke changed over time? Were all Egyptian people 
mummified? 

Which time period had the 
most gruesome 
punishments? 

Concepts Legacy, Settlement Significance Civilisation Change 

Prior 
Knowledge 

In Key Stage 1 children should have 
developed an awareness of the 
past and should now be able to use 
common words and phrases 
relating to the passing of time. 
They should have some 
chronological understanding of 
where the historical periods they 
have studied fit within a timeline. 
They should be able to identify 
some similarities and differences 
between the different periods they 
have studied. They should have 
developed a wide vocabulary of 
everyday historical terms. They 
should understand some of the 
ways in which we find out about 
the past and identify different ways 
in which it is represented. 

In Key Stage 1, the children will have studied some form of 
history linked to their local environment whether a place, 
figure or period. This could be recapped at the start of the 
unit. In Year 3 the children will have looked at evidence of 
Stone Age/Roman Empire in the UK and more locally so 
this could also be used as a point of discussion. It is 
important for them to see that history happened here in 
their country and in some cases, their town.  

 

In Year 6, the children will also be 
looking at Ancient civilisations 
(Ancient Greece). Children in Year 4 
should be able to discuss different 
time periods in terms of chronology 
but now Year 5 children will need to 
be able to discuss chronology of 
events within a time period and be 
able to talk about periods of time in 
relation to another. In comparison to 
Years 3 and 4, the children will now 
need to have a deeper understanding 
of the period of history they are 
studying. In Year 3 and 4 children will 
have developed an understanding that 
sources come from different places 
but now in Year 5, children to need to 
develop an understanding about 
reliability of sources and why people 
may have changed history. In Year 4 
children will have begun to use 
evidence to support their answers.  

In Year 4, the children will have explored 
Anglo-Saxon life as well as looking at 

some aspects of Tudor life in their local 
study. In Year 3 the children will have 
looked at the Roman Empire and life. 

Children can also make comparisons to 
life in Benin and Ancient Egypt and 
discuss any crime and punishment 

explored during those time periods. In 
Year 5, the children will have developed 

their understanding of chronology by 
being able to talk about events within a 

time period. In Year 5, children were 
beginning to make more in depth links 

between period of history and should be 
able to talk about different key events 

which happened within a time period. In 
Year 5, the children will have begun 
exploring the validity of sources and 

what may have influenced them. 
Children throughout the school will have 

been developing their answers to 
questions starting from listing ideas to 

being able to use sources to support 
their ideas. 

Knowledge 
 

Knowledge to be 
developed: 

To know how the Bronze Age 
was different to the Stone Age  
To explain how the smelting 
process was used to make 
bronze 
To understand how British 
society changed in the Iron Age  
To imagine what life might have 
been like in an Iron Age hill fort 
To describe some of the 
features of Iron Age art 

Knowledge to be developed: 
To understand how Basingstoke has changed 
over time – time line 
To understand the significance of Basingstoke 
in Anglo-Saxon times 
To understand the significance of Basingstoke 
in Tudor times 
To understand the significance of the cannel 
system 
To look at the change in Basingstoke over the 
past 60 years – trade, population, industry, 
housing and population 
To understand how the lives of people have 
developed over time 

Knowledge to be 
developed: 

To find out when and where 
the Ancient Egyptians lived 
To use a timeline to explore 
key events from Ancient 
Egyptian times 
To understand the importance 
of the River Nile in Ancient 
Egypt 
To give examples of the 
natural resources provided by 
the Nile 

Knowledge to be developed: 
To explore changes in an aspect 
of social history, such as crime 
and punishment from the 
Anglo-Saxons to the present. 
To study of an aspect or theme 
in British history that extends 
pupils’ chronological knowledge 
beyond 1066 
To explore the trends in crime 
and punishment from the 
Romans to the 21st Century.  



To use design ideas from Celtic 
art to make an Iron Age 
artefact  

 To find out about some of the 
most famous Egyptian 
pharaohs 
To explore the meaning of 
symbols associated with the 
pharaohs 
To explore what the pyramids 
looked like 
To discover why and how the 
Egyptians built the pyramids. 
To find out why the Ancient 
Egyptians mummified people  
To understand the different 
stages of the mummification 
process 

To explore crime and 
punishment in the Roman 
period.  
To explore crime and 
punishment in the Anglo-Saxon 
and Viking period.  
To explore crime and 
punishment in the Medieval and 
Tudor periods.  
To explore crime and 
punishment in the early modern 
period.  

 

Skills 
Chronology 

Characteristic 
features 

Change & 
continuity 
Cause & 

consequence 
Significance 

Interpretation 
of the past 
Historical 
enquiry 

Connections 

Skill(s)/process(es) to be 
practised: 

Chronology Sequence events 

using timeline activity. How these 
events fit into wider British History. 

Characteristic features Study 

the technology, settlements & shelters, 
art, tools, burials. How people lived. 

Change & continuity Compare 

& contrast between periods the 
technology, settlements & shelters, 

tools, society 

Interpretation of the past 

Scarcity of evidence means gaps have 
to be filled by reasoned interpretation. 
Connections Refer back to period 

from later world studies that were 
Bronze Age cultures. 

Skill(s)/process(es) to be practised: 
Chronology Timeline activity – understand how 

Basingstoke has changed over time. 
Change & continuity Historical events that had an 

impact: Anglo-Saxon, Tudor, canal system, modern (past 
60 years). 
Significance Impact on local people’s lives: housing, 

trade, industry, population. 
Historical enquiry Examine how aspects of national 

history are reflected locally e.g. Industrial Revolution – 
canal system. 
Connections Explore how typical Basingstoke’s past 

is in national terms. 

Skill(s)/process(es) to be 
practised: 

Chronology When & where the 

Egyptians lived – timeline & maps. 
Key events. 
Characteristic features 
Importance of the river Nile, 
pharaohs, pyramids, mummification, 
gods, hieroglyphs, lifestyle of 
Egyptians 
Change & continuity Compare 

& contrast lifestyle of Egyptians to 
other periods. 
Interpretation of the past 
Issue with translating hieroglyphs. 
Cleopatra’s legacy and different 
opinions of her. 
Historical enquiry Howard 

Carter’s discovery of Tutankhamun. 
Connections Compare & contrast 

Egyptians to other periods. 

Skill(s)/process(es) to be 
practised: 

Chronology Explore/add relevant 

event dates on timeline. 
Change & continuity Compare & 

contrast crime & punishment in Britain 
from Roman Britain to 21st Century. 
Cause & consequence How & 

why crime & punishment changed in 
Britain from Roman Britain to 21st 
Century 
Interpretation of the past 
Debate modern punishments. Compare 
& contrast crime & punishment in Britain 
from Roman Britain to 21st Century 
Historical enquiry Debate modern 

punishments. Compare & contrast crime 
& punishment in Britain from Roman 
Britain to 21st Century 
Connections Compare & contrast 

crime & punishment in Britain from 
Roman Britain to 21st Century. 

Key 
Vocabulary 

Prehistoric 
archaeologist  
Celts  

Basingstoke 
Canal 
Industrial Revolution 

Amulet  
Ankh  
Canal  

bobbies/ peelers  
deterrent  
execution  



hillfort  
wattle and daub.  
bronze 

 Canopic jar  
Chariot  
Conscript  
Embalm  
Hieroglyphics  
Irrigation  
Kiln  
Linen  
Loom  
Mummies  
Natron  
Necropolis  
Obelisk  
Papyrus  
Pharaoh  
Preserve  
Priest 
Pyramid  
Reeds  
Sacrifice  
Sarcophagus  
Scribe  
Sphinx  
Tomb 

highwaymen  
humiliation  
judge  
jury  
ordeal  
treason  
victim  
trial 

Key Texts Stone Age, Bronze Age and 
Iron Age pack 

https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/history-
of-the-borough, 

https://localhistories.org/a-history-of-
basingstoke/, https://www.bas-herit-

soc.org/history_basingstoke.html  

Everyday life in Ancient 
Egypt pack, The Afterlife in 

Ancient Egypt pack, An 
overview of the earliest 

civilisations pack 

Crime & Punishment 
Horrible Histories 

Resources Iron Age box  Egyptian Achievements 
box 

 

 

 

https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/history-of-the-borough
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/history-of-the-borough
https://localhistories.org/a-history-of-basingstoke/
https://localhistories.org/a-history-of-basingstoke/
https://www.bas-herit-soc.org/history_basingstoke.html
https://www.bas-herit-soc.org/history_basingstoke.html


Summer Term  

 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Focus The Roman Empire and its 
impact on Britain 

The Viking and Anglo-Saxon 
struggle for the kingdom of 

England to the time of Edward 
the Confessor 

The achievements of the 
earliest civilisations – Ancient 

Egypt 

Crime and Punishment 

Key Question How ruthless were the Romans? How violent were the Vikings? Was Tutankhamun the most 
important discovery? 

Which time period had the most 
gruesome punishments? 

Concepts Legacy, Significance, Culture Culture Civilisation Change 

Prior 
Knowledge 

In Key Stage 1 children should have 
developed an awareness of the past 

and should now be able to use 
common words and phrases relating to 
the passing of time. They should have 
some chronological understanding of 
where the historical periods they have 

studied fit within a timeline. They 
should be able to identify some 

similarities and differences between 
the different periods they have studied. 

They should have developed a wide 
vocabulary of everyday historical 

terms. They should understand some of 
the ways in which we find out about 

the past and identify different ways in 
which it is represented. 

Earlier in Year 4 the children will have looked in 
depth at the Anglo-Saxons and they need to 

continue to use their knowledge of this 
historical period to make comparisons. In Year 
3, the children will have begun to develop their 
chronological ordering further by place Stone 

Age, Iron Age and Roman Empire on a timeline. 
These events need to be discussed when looking 
at where this historical period happens to help 
with chronological understanding. Children will 
be expected to discuss three periods of history 

and be able to use different period terms to 
describe history. The main historical skill that 
needs to progress is the ability to begin to use 

evidence to support answers which now need to 
be written. The children need to understand 

that information comes from a variety of 
different sources and need to be able to use this 

to help them with historical enquiries. 

In Year 6, the children will also be looking 
at Ancient civilisations (Ancient Greece). 
Children in Year 4 should be able to 
discuss different time periods in terms of 
chronology but now Year 5 children will 
need to be able to discuss chronology of 
events within a time period and be able 
to talk about periods of time in relation 
to another. In comparison to Years 3 and 
4, the children will now need to have a 
deeper understanding of the period of 
history they are studying. In Year 3 and 4 
children will have developed an 
understanding that sources come from 
different places but now in Year 5, 
children to need to develop an 
understanding about reliability of sources 
and why people may have changed 
history. In Year 4 children will have begun 
to use evidence to support their answers.  

Earlier in Year 6, children will have covered 
crime and punishment in Early history – 

children to now make links to similarities 
and differences in more recent history. In 

Year 5, the children will have developed their 
understanding of chronology by being able 
to talk about events within a time period. In 

Year 5, children were beginning to make 
more in depth links between period of 

history and should be able to talk about 
different key events which happened within 

a time period. In Year 5, the children will 
have begun exploring the validity of sources 

and what may have influenced them. 
Children throughout the school will have 

been developing their answers to questions 
starting from listing ideas to being able to 

use sources to support their ideas. 

Knowledge Knowledge to be developed: 
To understand how the Roman 
Empire began.  
To understand how the Roman 
Army helped the Roman Empire 
expand.  
To know how Britain became part 
of the Roman Empire.  
To understand how and why 
Boudicca rebelled.  
To find out what the Romans built 
when they settled in Britain.  

Knowledge to be developed: 
To understand that the Vikings 
invaded Britain. 
To understand when the Vikings 
invaded in the context of the history 
of Britain. 
To know some facts and information 
about the Vikings. 
To understand that our knowledge of 
the Vikings comes from a range of 
historical sources. 
To know where the Vikings came 
from. 

Knowledge to be developed: 
To compare different Ancient 
Egyptian gods and goddesses 
To look at some sources 
depicting Ancient Egyptian gods 
To discover what Ancient 
Egyptian hieroglyphs looked like  
To explore the issue of 
translating hieroglyphics 
To explore the story of Howard 
Carter’s discovery of the tomb 

Knowledge to be developed: 
To explore changes in an aspect of 
social history, such as crime and 
punishment from the Anglo-Saxons 
to the present. 
To study of an aspect or theme in 
British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 
1066 
To identify different crimes 
committed during the Victorian 
era.  



To find out about how people lived 
in Roman Britain.  
To understand how Roman houses 
were built.  
To make comparisons between 
Roman life and the Stone Age/Iron 
Age.  
To understand the important 
influence the Romans had on life 
today.  

To begin to understand why they 
came to Britain and the main places 
they settled. 
To begin to recognise and identify the 
reasons for the Vikings settling where 
they did; rural Britain and Scotland, 
monasteries on the coast. 
To discover what made the Viking 
invasion successful  
To make comparisons between battle 
tactics of the Anglo-Saxons and the 
Vikings.  
To know and understand the role of 
Edward the Confessor 

 

To investigate some of the 
contents of Tutankhamun’s 
tomb 
To begin to consider ethical 
implications of digging up the 
past 
To explore the story of Cleopatra 
VII 
To investigate Cleopatra’s legacy 
and some of the different 
opinions about her. 
To explore the lifestyle of the 
Ancient Egyptians and make 
comparisons to other periods of 
history.  

 

To discuss and evaluate 
punishments given for crimes in 
the Victorian era.  
To compare common crimes 
committed in WW1 and WW2.  
To debate the fairness of 
punishments of military crimes 
given during WW1 andWW2.  
To discuss and debate modern 
punishments given.  
To make comparisons between 
punishments given throughout 
history from 1066 to modern day.  

 

Skills 
Chronology 

Characteristic 
features 

Change & 
continuity 
Cause & 

consequence 
Significance 

Interpretation 
of the past 
Historical 
enquiry 

Connections 

Skill(s)/process(es) to be 
practised: 

Chronology Examine expansion of 

empire using timeline, World Map & empire 
maps. 

Characteristic features  
The Romanisation of Britain (what they 
built, how people lived). Roman Army. 

Change & continuity Romanisation. 

Compare Roman Britain to Stone Age/Iron 
Age. 

Cause & consequence Why the 

Romans came to Britain & the impact – 
short term & long term (incl rebellion). 

Significance Influence of Romans on 

life today. What is the most enduring aspect 
of their legacy? 

Historical enquiry Deducing 

information from objects. 
Connections Examine local impact e.g. 

Portchester/Winchester/Silchester etc. 

Skill(s)/process(es) to be 
practised: 

Chronology Explore where/when Vikings 

came from/travelled to on World Map & 
timeline. 
Characteristic features Facts & 

information about the Vikings. 
Change & continuity Watery places 

compare to SB&I Ages 
Compare battle tactics of A-S & Vikings 
Cause & consequence Why Vikings 

came to Britain, & settled where they did, 
conflict with the Saxons. What made Viking 
invasion successful. 
Significance Survival/dominance of 

Wessex and later Wessex kings.  
Role of Edward the Confessor 
Interpretation of the past Just 

murderous thugs or some positives? 
Knowledge from a range of sources. 
Connections Evidence of Viking trading & 

settlement across the known world. Normans. 

Skill(s)/process(es) to be 
practised: 

Chronology When & where the 

Egyptians lived – timeline & maps. Key 
events. 
Characteristic features 
Importance of the river Nile, pharaohs, 
pyramids, mummification, gods, 
hieroglyphs, lifestyle of Egyptians 
Change & continuity Compare & 

contrast lifestyle of Egyptians to other 
periods. 
Interpretation of the past Issue 

with translating hieroglyphs. Cleopatra’s 
legacy and different opinions of her. 
Historical enquiry Howard Carter’s 

discovery of Tutankhamun. 
Connections Compare & contrast 

Egyptians to other periods. 

Skill(s)/process(es) to be 
practised: 

Chronology Explore/add relevant event 

dates on timeline. 
Change & continuity Compare & 

contrast crime & punishment in Britain from 
Roman Britain to 21st Century. 
Cause & consequence How & why 

crime & punishment changed in Britain from 
Roman Britain to 21st Century 
Interpretation of the past Debate 

modern punishments. Compare & contrast 
crime & punishment in Britain from Roman 
Britain to 21st Century 
Historical enquiry Debate modern 

punishments. Compare & contrast crime & 
punishment in Britain from Roman Britain to 
21st Century 
Connections Compare & contrast crime 

& punishment in Britain from Roman Britain 
to 21st Century. 

Key 
Vocabulary 

Amphitheatre.  Afterlife  Amulet  bobbies/ peelers  



Amphora  
Aqueduct  
Arena  
Atrium  
Auxiliary  
Barbarian  
Centurion  
Century 
Citizen  
Cohort  
Colosseum 
Denarius  
Emperor  
Empire  
Forum  
Gladiator  
Grammaticus  
Latin  
Legion  
Mosaic  
Papyrus  
Senate.  
Stylus  
Temple 
Toga  
Underworld  

Archaeologist  
Assembly  
Brooch  
Chieftain  
Clay  
Craftsman  
Danelaw  
Democratic  
Dowry  
Duel  
Freemen  
Glassware  
Helmsman  
Hide  
Homeland  
Knarr  
Longboats  
Mead  
Merchant  
Metal boss  
Monastery  
Nobles  
Norse  
Pagan  
Plunderer  
Runes  
Thing  
Thralls 

Ankh  
Canal  
Canopic jar  
Chariot  
Conscript  
Embalm  
Hieroglyphics  
Irrigation  
Kiln  
Linen  
Loom  
Mummies  
Natron  
Necropolis  
Obelisk  
Papyrus  
Pharaoh  
Preserve  
Priest 
Pyramid  
Reeds  
Sacrifice  
Sarcophagus  
Scribe  
Sphinx  
Tomb 

deterrent  
execution  
highwaymen  
humiliation  
judge  
jury  
ordeal  
treason  
victim  
trial 

Key Texts Roman Impact pack, Ruthless 
Romans Horrible Histories 

Vikings: Raiders or Traders pack Everyday life in Ancient Egypt 
pack, The Afterlife in Ancient 
Egypt pack, An overview of 

the earliest civilisations pack 

Crime & Punishment Horrible 
Histories 

Resources Roman Soldier Box Viking box Egyptian Achievements box  

 


