
Marnel Junior School Geography Curriculum Overview  

Aims 
The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils:  

 develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and 
human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes  

 understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how 
they bring about spatial variation and change over time  

 are competent in the geographical skills needed to:  
- collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their 

understanding of geographical processes  
- interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical 

Information Systems (GIS)  
- communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing 

at length. 

 

Autumn Term  

 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Focus Ivory Coast: Economic Activity Southampton: Economic Activity Australia  and  
Natural resources 

UK: Locational Knowledge 

Key 
Question 

What is unique about 
chocolate? 

Is Southampton the gateway to the 
world? 

Is every country equal? Where are the human and physical 
features in the UK? 

Concepts Map reading, 4 compass points, 
identify countries, continents 

and oceans on a map, compare 
other places to the UK. Africa 

(Ivory Coast).  

Physical and human geography, 
cocoa growing depending on land 

use and climate, identifying 
countries and continents, 

economic activity, trade, planning 
journeys and routes, 

topographical features.  

Locate countries and 
continents, human and 

physical features, ordinance 
survey maps, planning 

journeys and routes to other 
countries, energy, food, 

trade, economy, equality, 
comparing land use to the UK.  

Human and physical features 
describing patterns, 8 figure 

grid references, planning 
routes, topographical features, 
comparing trade and economic 

factors, comparing other 
countries to the UK.  

Prior 
Knowledge 

Identify the 7 continents and 5 
oceans 
Identify contrasting non-
European place 

Focus Ivory Coast: 
 
Embed accurate knowledge of the 
location of each continent and 

Focus Southampton:  
 

Focus Australia: 
 
Use symbols and key (including 
the use of Ordnance Survey 



Identify places of relevance and 
in the news 
Identify the 4 countries, 
capitals, surrounding seas, own 
school and county (Hampshire) 
both now and over time 
Map skills 
Letter and number co-ordinates 
4 point compass directions to 
follow and give directions 
Draw a simple map from 
imagination, stories or 
knowledge 
Create and use symbols in a key 
Interpret simple symbols on a 
map 
Describe features and routes on 
a map  
Give and follow directions and 
routes on a simple map 
Resources 
Globe, world map, UK map, 
infant atlas, large scale OS map 
Photos, aerial images, plan 
perspectives, satellite pictures, 
google maps, graphs, diagrams, 
YouTube, News Round, 
newspapers, postcards, books, 
leaflet, place maps, blank map, 
jigsaw 
Enquiry 
Child centred, interpreted by 
the child’s imagination, 
subjective 

ocean – to describe where the 
Ivory coast is, boarding countries 
and ocean. 
 
Physical geography: climate zones 
– What is the climate of the ivory 
Coast?  
 
Physical geography: biomes and 
vegetation belts. Deserts, Sahara’s, 
coastal.  
 
To find where cocoa is grown in the 
world and explore the conditions 
needed for growing coco 
To explore UK farming with a focus 
on one crop and compare to coco 
 
Human geography: the distribution 
of natural resources including food 
and water 
 
Human geography: economic 
activity including trade links 
 
To learn about the journey of 
cocoa from the farmer to the shop 
including routes taken by boat or 
plane 

Explore Hampshire, locate 
Southampton and plan travel 
routes. 
 
Understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through the study of human 
and physical geography of a 
region of the United Kingdom 
 
Human geography, including 
types of settlement and land 
use 
Human geography, including 
economic activity  
- Changes to housing 
- Airport 
(positives/negative) 
- Port – impact – 
gateway to the house 
- 1910-now, how has 
Southampton changed? 
(Explore the Titanic (prior 
knowledge in year 2) 
- How sketch maps, 
plans and graphs & digital 
technologies can be used to 
inform  us of how human and 
physical geography changes 
over time 

maps) to build their knowledge 
of the United Kingdom and the 
wider world Plan a journey from 
school to Australia. 
 
Human geography, including the 
distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals, 
water and other trade 
 
Could we survive without other 
countries? –Trade, natural 
resources 
 
Equality – water (where, cost, 
purity etc.) compare to the UK. 
 
Compare land use and biomes to 
that of the UK.  
 
What significant links does 
Australia have with the UK and 
why? 
  
 



Identify, describe, explain, 
compare, evaluate 
Ask and answer questions in 
isolation and sequence 
Think about how different 
people may have a different 
opinion 
Teacher led question and 
enquiry, observations to 
recognise features, basic sketch 
to show features, photos to 
record features, group work 
with an adult, simple 
observations to use as evidence 
to reach a simple conclusion. 

Knowledge Knowledge to be developed: 
Where in the world is Africa and 
what is it like? 
 
Embed accurate knowledge of 
the location of each continent 
and ocean – to describe where 
the Ivory coast is, boarding 
countries and ocean. 
 
Where is cocoa grown? 
To find where cocoa is grown in 
the world and explore the 
conditions needed for growing 
cocoa 
Physical geography: climate 
zones – What is the climate of 
the ivory Coast?  
 

Knowledge to be developed: 
Where in the world is 
Hampshire/Southampton and what 
is it like? 
 
Identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical 
features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and 
land-use patterns; and understand 
how some of these aspects have 
changed over time. 
 
To find out about Hampshire’s key 
physical and human characteristics 
To plan and plot a journey from 
school to Southampton 
 
How is the land used in 
Southampton? 

Knowledge to be developed: 
Where in the world is 
Oceania/Australia and what is 
it like? 
Locate the world’s countries, 
using maps to focus on 
Oceania concentrating on 
their environmental regions, 
key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and 
major cities 
 
Could we survive and thrive 
without the rest of the world? 
  
Use symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world 

Knowledge to be developed: 
Where in the world is Europe/UK 
and what is it like? 
 
Add a key using symbols for 
human and physical features. 
Describe the patterns in features 
using compass points (8).  
 
What is the most spectacular 
route around the UK for Giles 
Scott’s and his medal? 
 
Know about geographical 
regions and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics 
 



Physical geography: biomes and 
vegetation belts. Deserts, 
Sahara’s, coastal.  
 
How does the cocoa get from 
the Ivory Coast to the UK?  
To learn about the journey of 
cocoa from the farmer to the 
shop including routes taken by 
boat or plane 
  
To explore uk farming with a 
focus on one crop and compare 
to cocoa 
 
Human geography: the 
distribution of natural resources 
including food and water 
 
Human geography: economic 
activity including trade links 
 
 

Are the people and shops in 
Southampton the gateway to the 
world?  
 
Identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical 
features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and 
land-use patterns; and understand 
how some of these aspects have 
changed over time. 
 
Understand geographical 
similarities and differences through 
the study of human and physical 
geography of a region of the 
United Kingdom 
 
How is Southampton docks a 
gateway to the world? 
 
Human geography, including types 
of settlement and land use 
Human geography, including 
economic activity  

- Changes to housing 
- Airport (positives/negative) 
- Port – impact – gateway to 

the house 
- 1910-now, how has 

Southampton changed? 
(Explore the Titanic (prior 
knowledge in year 2) 

- How sketch maps, plans 
and graphs & digital 

Plan a journey from school to 
Australia. 
 
Is clean water free? 
Where does our food come 
from? 
 
Human geography, including 
the distribution of natural 
resources including energy, 
food, minerals, water and 
other trade  
 
Could we survive without 
other countries? –Trade, 
natural resources 
 
Equality – water (where, cost, 
purity ect) compare to the UK 
and Africa (year 3).  
 
 
Could we survive without 
energy? 
Where would you live in 
Australia or Russia?  
 
 
– How is the UK different to 
Australia regarding human 
and physical characteristics 
 
Compare land use and biomes 
 

What is the most spectacular 
route around the UK and why? 
How many routes?  
 
topographical features (including 
hills, mountains, coasts and 
rivers), and land-use patterns; 
and understand how some of 
these aspects have changed over 
time –  
 
Label significant places on a 
map- surrounding seas, capital 
cities, countries, mountain 
ranges and rivers. Describe a 
route using this information.  
Create a detailed map of the UK 
thinking about landmarks, main 
travel routes, cities, natural 
beauty spots. 
 
Looking at trade in the UK what 
are the major exports and where 
are they resourced from. 
What Impact does 
manufacturing have on the UK 
Which countries across the 
world does the UK trade with? 
What are the major imports?  
 
 



technologies can be used 
to inform  us of how 
human and physical 
geography changes over 
time 

 
 

Skills Skill(s)/process(es) to be 
practised: 

 
Chn will identify continents and 
oceans bordering Africa. 
Identify key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and 
major cities 
 
 
Identify the position of the 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, Tropic of 
Cancer and Capricorn, latitude 
and longitude, 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones (including day and 
night) 
 
Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied – focus Africa 
and Ivory Coast 
 
Use the four points of a 
compass to build their 
knowledge of the wider world 

Skill(s)/process(es) to be 
practised: 

 
Name and locate counties and 
cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions. 
Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features 
studied 
 
Use the four points of a compass to 
build their knowledge of the wider 
world 
Use four and six grid references to 
build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider 
world 
 
Use symbols and key (including the 
use of Ordnance Survey maps) to 
build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider 
world 
 
Use fieldwork to observe, measure, 
record and present the human and 
physical features in the local area 

Skill(s)/process(es) to be 
practised: 

 
Locate the world’s countries, 
using maps to focus on 
Oceania concentrating on 
their environmental regions, 
key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and 
major cities 
 
Revise position of and explain 
significance of Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, Arctic 
and Antarctic Circle, Tropic of 
Cancer and Capricorn, latitude 
and longitude, 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian 
and time zones (including day 
and night) 
 
Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied – Focus 
Australia 
 

Skill(s)/process(es) to be 
practised: 

 
In depth focus on the UK 
concentrating on environmental 
regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, counties and 
major cities, landmarks, travel 
routes – how the human and 
physical geography has changed 
over time and how this has 
impacted the people of the UK 
 
Name and locate counties and 
cities of the United Kingdom 
Identify the position and 
significance of Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Arctic Circle, 
latitude, longitude. 
 
 
Use the eight points of a 
compass to build their 
knowledge of the United 
Kingdom.  
 



Use symbols and key to build 
their knowledge of the wider 
world 
 
Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present 
the human and physical 
features in the local area using a 
sketch maps & digital 
technologies 
 
 

using a range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs & 
digital technologies 

Use the eight points of a 
compass to build their 
knowledge of the wider world 
 
Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present 
the human and physical 
features in the local area using 
a range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs 
& digital technologies 

Use symbols and key (including 
the use of Ordnance Survey 
maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United 
Kingdom 
 
What significant links does 
Australia have with the UK and 
why? 
  
 

Key 
Vocabulary 

Equator, South Pole, North Pole 
Up, down, left, right, near, far 
North, East, South, West 
Bigger/smaller, like/dislike, 
similar/different 
 
Equator, Northern hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, 
Longitude and latitude 
North, Northeast, East, 
Southeast, South, Southwest, 
West, Northwest 
Identify, describe, explain, 
compare, evaluate, Globe, 
world map, UK map, junior 
atlas, OS maps, computer 
mapping (GIS), Human and 
physical geography, country, 
county, ocean, continent, 
region, biome, Africa, Ivory 
Coast, cocoa, farming, natural 
resources, trade.  

Equator, Northern hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, Longitude 
and latitude 
North, Northeast, East, Southeast, 
South, Southwest, West, 
Northwest 
Identify, describe, explain, 
compare, evaluate, Globe, world 
map, UK map, junior atlas, OS 
maps, computer mapping (GIS), 
Human and physical geography, 
country, county, ocean, continent, 
region, biome, fieldwork, cities, 
economic, regions, patterns, 
changes, Southampton, 
Hampshire, airport, gateway, port, 
housing. 

Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of 
Capricorn, Arctic Circle, 
Antarctic Circle, time zones, 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian 
North, Northeast, East, 
Southeast, South, Southwest, 
West, Northwest 
Globe, world map, UK map, 
junior atlas, OS maps, 
computer mapping (GIS), atlas 
contents and index page, 
Photos, aerial images, plan 
perspectives, satellite 
pictures, google maps, graphs, 
diagrams, YouTube, News 
Round, newspapers, 
postcards, books, leaflet, place 
maps, blank map, jigsaw, 
Identify, describe, explain, 
compare, evaluate, 
observations, cities, climate, 
physical and human 
geography, environmental, 

Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of 
Capricorn, Arctic Circle, Antarctic 
Circle, time zones, 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian 
North, Northeast, East, 
Southeast, South, Southwest, 
West, Northwest 
Globe, world map, UK map, 
junior atlas, OS maps, computer 
mapping (GIS), atlas contents 
and index page, Photos, aerial 
images, plan perspectives, 
satellite pictures, google maps, 
graphs, diagrams, YouTube, 
News Round, newspapers, 
postcards, books, leaflet, place 
maps, blank map, jigsaw, 
Identify, describe, explain, 
compare, evaluate, 
observations, cities, climate, 
physical and human geography, 
environmental, sustainable, 
natural resources, Europe, 



sustainable, natural resources, 
key, equality, Oceania, desert, 
Australia, survive 

Scotland, Giles Scott, natural 
tourist attraction, sight, trade.  

 

Spring Term  

 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Focus Local Study 
Settlement and Land use 

France: European Study 
Ski resort – La Plagne 

Las Vegas: North American 
Study 

Copacabana 

Key 
Question 

Why do we like our local area 
and does it meet our needs? 

La Plagne is a world away from our 
local area 

Las Vegas is a world away 
from our local area. 

Copacabana is a world away 
from our local area. 

Concepts  Continents and oceans in the 
world, biomes, climatic zones, 
physical and human geography 

features including similarities and 
differences, settlements and 
economic activity, 4 compass 

points. 

Ordinance survey maps 
including symbols and keys, 
human geography linked to 
natural resources and how 

this links to trade, 
Comparison of the UK and 

Australia linked to 
characteristics, biomes and 

land use. 

Geographical regions linking to 
their physical and human 

features, 8 compass points, 
topographical features 

(including hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), and land-use 

patterns, creating their own 
maps including a key and 
adding human/physical 

features. 

Prior 
Knowledge 

Where in the world is Africa and 
what is it like? 
 
Embed accurate knowledge of 
the location of each continent 
and ocean – to describe where 
the Ivory coast is, boarding 
countries and ocean. 
 
Where is cocoa grown? 
To find where cocoa is grown in 
the world and explore the 
conditions needed for growing 
cocoa 

Where in the world is 
Hampshire/Southampton and what 
is it like? 
 
Identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical 
features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and 
land-use patterns; and understand 
how some of these aspects have 
changed over time. 
 
To find out about Hampshire’s key 
physical and human characteristics 

Where in the world is 
Oceania/Australia and what is 
it like? 
Locate the world’s countries, 
using maps to focus on 
Oceania concentrating on 
their environmental regions, 
key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and 
major cities 
 
Could we survive and thrive 
without the rest of the world? 
  

Where in the world is Europe/UK 
and what is it like? 
 
Add a key using symbols for 
human and physical features. 
Describe the patterns in features 
using compass points (8).  
 
What is the most spectacular 
route around the UK for Giles 
Scott’s and his medal? 
 
Know about geographical 
regions and their identifying 



Physical geography: climate 
zones – What is the climate of 
the ivory Coast?  
 
Physical geography: biomes and 
vegetation belts. Deserts, 
Sahara’s, coastal.  
 
How does the cocoa get from 
the Ivory Coast to the UK?  
To learn about the journey of 
coco from the farmer to the 
shop including routes taken by 
boat or plane 
  
To explore UK farming with a 
focus on one crop and compare 
to cocoa 
 
Human geography: the 
distribution of natural resources 
including food and water 
 
Human geography: economic 
activity including trade links 
 

 

To plan and plot a journey from 
school to Southampton 
 
How is the land used in 
Southampton? 
Are the people and shops in 
Southampton the gateway to the 
world?  
 
Identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical 
features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and 
land-use patterns; and understand 
how some of these aspects have 
changed over time. 
 
Understand geographical 
similarities and differences through 
the study of human and physical 
geography of a region of the 
United Kingdom 
 
How are Southampton docks a 
gateway to the world? 
 
Human geography, including types 
of settlement and land use 
Human geography, including 
economic activity  

- Changes to housing 
- Airport (positives/negative) 
- Port – impact – gateway to 

the house 

Use symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world 
Plan a journey from school to 
Australia. 
 
Is clean water free? 
Where does our food come 
from? 
 
Human geography, including 
the distribution of natural 
resources including energy, 
food, minerals, water and 
other trade  
 
Could we survive without 
other countries? –Trade, 
natural resources 
 
Equality – water (where, cost, 
purity ect) compare to the UK 
and Africa (year 3).  
 
 
Could we survive without 
energy? 
Where would you live in 
Australia or Russia?  
 
 

human and physical 
characteristics 
 
What is the most spectacular 
route around the UK and why? 
How many routes?  
 
topographical features (including 
hills, mountains, coasts and 
rivers), and land-use patterns; 
and understand how some of 
these aspects have changed over 
time –  
 
Label significant places on a 
map- surrounding seas, capital 
cities, countries, mountain 
ranges and rivers. Describe a 
route using this information.  
Create a detailed map of the UK 
thinking about landmarks, main 
travel routes, cities, natural 
beauty spots. 
 
Looking at trade in the UK what 
are the major exports and where 
are they resourced from. 
What Impact does 
manufacturing have on the UK 
Which countries across the 
world does the UK trade with? 
What are the major imports?  

 



- 1910-now, how has 
Southampton changed? 
(Explore the Titanic (prior 
knowledge in year 2) 

- How sketch maps, plans 
and graphs & digital 
technologies can be used 
to inform  us of how 
human and physical 
geography changes over 
time 

 

– How is the UK different to 
Australia regarding human 
and physical characteristics 
 
Compare land use and biomes 
 

Knowledge Knowledge to be developed: 
Where in the world is Europe 
and what is it like?  
Identify the position and 
significance of Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, latitude, 
longitude, Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones 
(including day and night) 
Chn locate the UK using key 
vocabulary including its position 
within Europe, the UK, 
bordering countries, oceans and 
seas. 
Chn read maps to find out 
about the UK’s environmental 
regions. 
 
Where in the UK is our local 
area and what is it like? 
Use the four points of a 
compass to build their 

Knowledge to be developed: 
Where in the world is 
Europe/France and what is it like? 
 
Understand where Europe is in the 
world and identify La plague in 
France.  
Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features 
studied 
Identify the position and 
significance of Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Tropic of Cancer, 
Arctic Circle, Greenwich/Prime 
Meridian and time zones (including 
day and night) 
 
The land of La Plagne is the same 
as ours 
 
Understand geographical 
similarities and differences through 

Knowledge to be developed: 
Where in the world is North 
America/Las Vegas and what 
is it like? 
 
Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied 
 
Identify the position and 
significance of Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, Tropic 
of Cancer and Capricorn, 
latitude and longitude, 
Greenwich/Prime Meridian 
and time zones (including day 
and night) 
 
Where in North America is the 
USA and what is it like? We 

Knowledge to be developed: 
Where in the world is South 
America/Brazil and what is it 
like? 
 
the position and significance of 
Equator, Southern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, Tropic of 
Cancer and Capricorn, Antarctic 
Circle, latitude and longitude, 
Greenwich/Prime Meridian and 
time zones (including day and 
night) 
Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied 
 
Why we are a world away from 
Copacabana? 
Compare landuse to 
Basingstoke. The economy of 
Copacabana is the same as ours. 



knowledge of the United 
Kingdom 
Key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and 
major cities linking to the local 
area 
 
What is our land used for? 
Human geography: types of 
settlement and land use  
Use four-figure grid references 
to build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider 
world  
 
Where would you like to live 
and why? 
To understand and use an 
ordnance survey map including 
a basic key.  
Chn evaluate the advantages 
and disadvantages of each type 
of settlement 
How has our land changed? 
Understand the term 
topographical focusing on 
features (including hills, coasts 
and rivers), and land-use 
patterns in the local area. Look 
for similarities and differences 
over time using maps.  
 
What is unique about our local 
area and are there any issues? 
 

the study of human and physical 
geography of a region in a 
European country 
 
The climate of La Plagne is the 
same as ours. 
Understand geographical 
similarities and differences through 
the study of physical geography of 
a region in a European country 
The economy of La Plagne is the 
same as ours 
 
Understand geographical 
similarities and differences through 
the study of human 

are a world away from Las 
Vegas. 
 
Understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through the study of human 
and physical geography of a 
region within North America  
Physical geography, including 
climate zones 
 
The land of Las Vegas is the 
same as ours. 
 
Human geography, including 
types of settlement and land 
use 
The climate of Las Vegas is the 
same as ours. 
Physical geography, including 
biomes and vegetation belts 
 
The economy of Las Vegas is 
the same as ours. 
Human geography, including 
economic activity  
Use the eight points of a 
compass to build their 
knowledge of the wider world 
 

 
Understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region 
within South America  
Physical geography, including 
biomes and vegetation belts 
Human geography, including 
types of settlement and land use 
Human geography, including 
economic activity  
 
The climate of Copacabana is the 
same as ours. 
 
Physical geography, including 
climate zones 
 
Throughout all lessons-  
Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present the 
human and physical features in 
the local area using a range of 
methods, including sketch maps, 
plans and graphs & digital 
technologies 



Skills Skill(s)/process(es) to be 
practised: 

Locate the world’s countries, 
using maps to focus on Europe.  
 
Name and locate counties and 
cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their 
identifying human and physical 
characteristics.  
 
Identify geographical similarities 
and differences through the 
study of human and physical 
geography of a region of the 
United Kingdom (Basingstoke).  
 
Use maps, atlases, globes to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied 
 
Use symbols and key (including 
the use of Ordnance Survey 
maps) to build their knowledge 
of the United Kingdom  
 
Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present 
the human and physical 
features in the local area using a 
range of methods, including 
sketch maps. 

Skill(s)/process(es) to be 
practised: 

Locate the world’s countries, using 
maps to focus on Europe (including 
the location of Russia), 
concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key 
physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities 

 
To make comparisons (similarities 
and differences) between France 
and the UK (prior learning Year 3 
local study) including human and 
physical features- climatic zones 
(biomes), settlement/land use, 
economic and mountain ranges.  
 
Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features 
studied 
 
Use symbols and key to build their 
knowledge of the wider world 
focusing on Europe.  
 
 
Use fieldwork to observe, measure, 
record and present the human and 
physical features in the local area 
using a range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans.  
 

Skill(s)/process(es) to be 
practised: 

Locate the world’s countries, 
using maps to focus on North 
America, concentrating on 
their environmental regions, 
key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and 
major cities 

 
 
 
Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied 
 
Use symbols and key to build 
their knowledge of the wider 
world focusing on North 
America.  
 

 
Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present 
the human and physical 
features in the local area using 
a range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and 
graphs.  
 
Introduce eight points of a 
compass to build their 
knowledge of the wider world 
 

Skill(s)/process(es) to be 
practised: 

Locate the world’s countries, 
using maps to focus on South 
America, making comparisons to 
North America,  concentrating 
on their environmental regions, 
key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and 
major cities 

 
Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied and identify 
patterns from their previous 
knowledge.  
 
Create their own map using 
symbols and keys to embed their 
knowledge of the wider world. 
 

 
Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present the 
human and physical features in 
the local area using a range of 
methods, including sketch maps, 
plans and graphs & digital 
technologies 
 
Embed eight points of a compass 
to build their knowledge of the 
wider world (introduce 12 
points).  



Use the four (introduce eight) 
points of a compass to build their 
knowledge of the wider world 
 
 

 

Key 
Vocabulary 

Equator, South Pole, North Pole 
Up, down, left, right, near, far 
North, East, South, West 
Bigger/smaller, like/dislike, 
similar/different 
 
Equator, Northern hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, 
Longitude and latitude 
North, Northeast, East, 
Southeast, South, Southwest, 
West, Northwest 
Identify, describe, explain, 
compare, evaluate, Globe, 
world map, UK map, junior 
atlas, OS maps, computer 
mapping (GIS), Human and 
physical geography, country, 
county, ocean, continent, 
region, biome, Europe, UK, 
Ireland, Scotland, England, 
Wales, land use, advantages 
and disadvantages.  

Equator, Northern hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, Longitude 
and latitude 
North, Northeast, East, Southeast, 
South, Southwest, West, 
Northwest 
Identify, describe, explain, 
compare, evaluate, Globe, world 
map, UK map, junior atlas, OS 
maps, computer mapping (GIS), 
Human and physical geography, 
country, county, ocean, continent, 
region, biome, fieldwork, cities, 
economic, regions, patterns, 
change, France, La Plagne, 
similarities and differences.  

Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of 
Capricorn, Arctic Circle, 
Antarctic Circle, time zones, 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian 
North, Northeast, East, 
Southeast, South, Southwest, 
West, Northwest 
Globe, world map, UK map, 
junior atlas, OS maps, 
computer mapping (GIS), atlas 
contents and index page, 
Photos, aerial images, plan 
perspectives, satellite 
pictures, google maps, graphs, 
diagrams, YouTube, News 
Round, newspapers, 
postcards, books, leaflet, place 
maps, blank map, jigsaw, 
Identify, describe, explain, 
compare, evaluate, 
observations, cities, climate, 
physical and human 
geography, environmental, 
sustainable, natural resources, 
key, United States of America, 
USA, North America, Las 
Vegas, desert 

Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of 
Capricorn, Arctic Circle, Antarctic 
Circle, time zones, 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian 
North, Northeast, East, 
Southeast, South, Southwest, 
West, Northwest 
Globe, world map, UK map, 
junior atlas, OS maps, computer 
mapping (GIS), atlas contents 
and index page, Photos, aerial 
images, plan perspectives, 
satellite pictures, google maps, 
graphs, diagrams, YouTube, 
News Round, newspapers, 
postcards, books, leaflet, place 
maps, blank map, jigsaw, 
Identify, describe, explain, 
compare, evaluate, 
observations, cities, climate, 
physical and human geography, 
environmental, sustainable, 
natural resources, South 
America, Brazil, Copacabana, 
Basingstoke, coast.    

 

 



Summer Term  

 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Focus Peru Biomes and Climate Zones Nepal 
Mountains and Earthquakes 

River Tees 
Rivers and the water cycle 

Indonesia 

Key 
Question 

Which biome is the easiest to 
live in? 

Mountains don’t move  Are all rivers are the same as 
out local river? 

All volcanoes are the same. 

Concepts     

Prior 
Knowledge 

Where in the world is Europe 
and what is it like?  
Identify the position and 
significance of Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, latitude, 
longitude, Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones 
(including day and night) 
Chn locate the UK using key 
vocabulary including its position 
within Europe, the UK, 
bordering countries, oceans and 
seas. 
Chn read maps to find out 
about the UK’s environmental 
regions. 
 
Where in the UK is our local 
area and what is it like? 
Use the four points of a 
compass to build their 
knowledge of the United 
Kingdom 
Key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and 
major cities linking to the local 
area 
 

Where in the world is 
Europe/France and what is it like? 
 
Understand where Europe is in the 
world and identify La plague in 
France.  
Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features 
studied 
Identify the position and 
significance of Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Tropic of Cancer, 
Arctic Circle, Greenwich/Prime 
Meridian and time zones (including 
day and night) 
 
The land of La Plagne is the same 
as ours 
 
Understand geographical 
similarities and differences through 
the study of human and physical 
geography of a region in a 
European country 
 
The climate of La Plagne is the 
same as ours. 

Where in the world is North 
America/Las Vegas and what 
is it like? 
 
Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied 
 
Identify the position and 
significance of Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, Tropic 
of Cancer and Capricorn, 
latitude and longitude, 
Greenwich/Prime Meridian 
and time zones (including day 
and night) 
 
Where in North America is the 
USA and what is it like? We 
are a world away from Las 
Vegas. 
 
Understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through the study of human 

Where in the world is South 
America/Brazil and what is it 
like? 
 
the position and significance of 
Equator, Southern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, Tropic of 
Cancer and Capricorn, Antarctic 
Circle, latitude and longitude, 
Greenwich/Prime Meridian and 
time zones (including day and 
night) 
Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied 
 
Why we are a world away from 
Copacabana? 
Compare land use to 
Basingstoke. The economy of 
Copacabana is the same as ours. 
 
Understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region 
within South America  



What is our land used for? 
Human geography: types of 
settlement and land use  
Use four-figure grid references 
to build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider 
world  
 
Where would you like to live 
and why? 
To understand and use an 
ordnance survey map including 
a basic key.  
Chn evaluate the advantages 
and disadvantages of each type 
of settlement 
How has our land changed? 
Understand the term 
topographical focusing on 
features (including hills, coasts 
and rivers), and land-use 
patterns in the local area. Look 
for similarities and differences 
over time using maps.  
 
What is unique about our local 
area and are there any issues? 

 

Understand geographical 
similarities and differences through 
the study of physical geography of 
a region in a European country 
The economy of La Plagne is the 
same as ours 
 
Understand geographical 
similarities and differences through 
the study of human 

and physical geography of a 
region within North America  
Physical geography, including 
climate zones 
 
The land of Las Vegas is the 
same as ours. 
 
Human geography, including 
types of settlement and land 
use 
The climate of Las Vegas is the 
same as ours. 
Physical geography, including 
biomes and vegetation belts 
 
The economy of Las Vegas is 
the same as ours. 
Human geography, including 
economic activity  
Use the eight points of a 
compass to build their 
knowledge of the wider world 

 

Physical geography, including 
biomes and vegetation belts 
Human geography, including 
types of settlement and land use 
Human geography, including 
economic activity  
 
The climate of Copacabana is the 
same as ours. 
 
Physical geography, including 
climate zones 
 
Throughout all lessons-  
Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present the 
human and physical features in 
the local area using a range of 
methods, including sketch maps, 
plans and graphs & digital 
technologies 

Knowledge Knowledge to be developed: 
Where in the world is South 
America/Peru and what is it 
like? 
Locate the world’s countries, 
using maps to focus on South 
America concentrating on their 

Knowledge to be developed: 
Where in the world is Asia/Nepal 
and what is it like? 
Locate the world’s countries, using 
maps to focus on Asia 
concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key 

Knowledge to be developed: 
Where in Europe/UK  
(River Tees and Thames) is the 
UK and what is it like? 
 
Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 

Knowledge to be developed: 
Where in the world is Asia/ 
Indonesia and what is it like?  
Compass points  
Identify the position and 
significance of Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern 



environmental regions, key 
physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and 
major cities 
 
Which biome covers most of 
Peru? Which biome do we live 
in? 
 
 
Physical geography: biomes and 
vegetation belts 
Chn think about how the 
climate influences the 
vegetation, animals, jobs and 
houses found in the rainforest. 
Link to water cycle- Science- 
compare biomes.  
Identify the position and 
significance of Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle, Tropic of 
Cancer and Capricorn, latitude 
and longitude.  
 
Which biome is the hottest? 
Which biome is the coldest? 
How do people survive in the 
biomes? 
 
Physical geography: climate 
zones 
Physical geography: water cycle 

physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities.  
 
How do people use mountains? 
Where are the mountains around 
the world? 
How did the mountains get there? 
 
Physical geography, including 
mountains and mountain ranges 
 
Chn predict how mountain formed 
before learning about the process 
of how the large mountain ranges 
formed, e.g. Andes, Himalayas, 
Alps. 
 
Chn understand the structure of 
the earth’s crust and mantle in 
relation to mountain formation. 
 
Identify the position and 
significance of Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere.  
 
Shake, rattle and roll 
What caused the Nepalese 
earthquake? 
Can we predict and prepare for an 
earthquake? 
 
Physical geography, including 
earthquakes 
Chn identify and describe the 
impacts of the April 2015 

locate countries and describe 
features studied 
Name and locate counties and 
cities of the United Kingdom, 
and their identifying human 
and physical characteristics, 
key topographical features 
(including hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers).  
 
Use 8 compass points to 
describe position.  
 
What spectacular landforms 
do we find along a river? 
How do waterfalls form? 
 
Chn watch the awe and 
wonder of amazing waterfalls 
and understand what a 
waterfall is. 
 
Chn identify where the top 10 
waterfalls are in the world 
using six figure grid references 
and accurate positional 
vocabulary. 
Physical geography, including 
rivers 
Use six-figure grid references 
to build their knowledge of 
the United Kingdom 
Use symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to build their 

Hemisphere, Arctic and Antarctic 
Circle, latitude, longitude, Tropic 
of Cancer and Capricorn, 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones (including day and 
night) 
using maps to focus on Asia, 
concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key 
physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and 
major cities 
 
Wow! What damage has been 
caused?  
What caused Anak Krakatoa to 
erupt? 

- React a volcanic 
eruption- link to Science  

 
Can we predict and prepare for a 
volcano? 
-Richter scale and seismographs 
-Warning systems  
 
What can Indonesia do to 
prepare and protect people for 
future eruptions? 
-positive and negative effects of 
eruption  
-specific to Indonesia- 
prevention and benefits.  
 
Physical geography, including 
volcanoes  



Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied 
 

earthquake in Nepal for people, 
the environment and economy. 
Chn learn and explain the causes of 
the Nepalese earthquake. 
Chn learn 3-5 methods for reducing 
the impacts of an earthquake. 
Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features 
studied 
 

knowledge of the United 
Kingdom 
 
Where does the water come 
from and where is it going? 
What happens to a waterfall 
when the weather changes? 
 
Chn use OS maps and maps 
describe the journey of the 
River Tees from source to 
mouth. 
Chn identify human and 
physical features along the 
River Tees, e.g. Yarm, 
Middlesbrough, Stockton-on 
Tees, meander, flood plain, 
estuary, source. 
Physical geography, including 
the water cycle 
 
What happens to our local 
river when the weather 
changes? 
How does our local river 
change from source to 
mouth? 
 
Possible river visit- Use 
fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present 
the human and physical 
features in the local area using 
a range of methods, including 

 



sketch maps, plans and graphs 
& digital technologies 
 
Chn identify the physical 
features along the journey of 
their local river using OS maps.  
 

Skills Skill(s)/process(es) to be 
practised: 

Locate the world’s countries, 
using maps to focus on South 
America concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key 
physical and human 

 
Use the four points of a 
compass to build their 
knowledge of the wider world 
Use symbols and key to build 
their knowledge of the wider 
world 
Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present 
the human and physical 
features in the local area using a 
range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs 
& digital technologies 

Skill(s)/process(es) to be 
practised: 

Locate the world’s countries, using 
maps to focus on Asia 
concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key 
physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities 
Identify the position and 
significance of Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones (including 
day and night) 
Use the eight points of a compass 
to build their knowledge of the 
wider world 
Use four and six-figure grid 
references to build their 
knowledge of the wider world 
Use symbols and key to build their 
knowledge of the wider world 
Use fieldwork to observe, measure, 
record and present the human and 
physical features in the local area 
using a range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs & 
digital technologies 

Skill(s)/process(es) to be 
practised: 

Locate the world’s countries, 
using maps to focus on Asia 
concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key 
physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and 
major cities 
Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied 
Use the eight points of a 
compass to build their 
knowledge of the United 
Kingdom 
Use six-figure grid references 
to build their knowledge of 
the United Kingdom 
Use symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United 
Kingdom 
Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present 
the human and physical 

Skill(s)/process(es) to be 
practised: 

Locate the world’s countries, 
using maps to focus on Asia, 
concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key 
physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and 
major cities 

 
Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied 
Use the eight points of a 
compass to build their 
knowledge of the wider world 
Use six-figure and twelve figure 
grid references to build their 
knowledge of the wider world 
Use symbols and key to build 
their knowledge of the wider 
world 
Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present the 
human and physical features in 
the local area using a range of 
methods, including sketch maps, 



features in the local area using 
a range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs 
& digital technologies 

plans and graphs & digital 
technologies 

Key 
Vocabulary 

Equator, South Pole, North Pole 
Up, down, left, right, near, far 
North, East, South, West 
Bigger/smaller, like/dislike, 
similar/different 
 
Equator, Northern hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, 
Longitude and latitude 
North, Northeast, East, 
Southeast, South, Southwest, 
West, Northwest 
Identify, describe, explain, 
compare, evaluate, Globe, 
world map, UK map, junior 
atlas, OS maps, computer 
mapping (GIS), Human and 
physical geography, country, 
county, ocean, continent, 
region, biome, Peru, South 
America, vegetation, rainforest, 
water cycle.  

Equator, Northern hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, Longitude 
and latitude 
North, Northeast, East, Southeast, 
South, Southwest, West, 
Northwest 
Identify, describe, explain, 
compare, evaluate, Globe, world 
map, UK map, junior atlas, OS 
maps, computer mapping (GIS), 
Human and physical geography, 
country, county, ocean, continent, 
region, biome, fieldwork, cities, 
economic, regions, patterns, 
changes, earthquake, crust, 
mantel, core, Earth, magma, 
tectonic plates, collide, mountain, 
Nepal, Asia, Mount Everest.  

Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of 
Capricorn, Arctic Circle, 
Antarctic Circle, time zones, 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian 
North, Northeast, East, 
Southeast, South, Southwest, 
West, Northwest 
Globe, world map, UK map, 
junior atlas, OS maps, 
computer mapping (GIS), atlas 
contents and index page, 
Photos, aerial images, plan 
perspectives, satellite 
pictures, google maps, graphs, 
diagrams, YouTube, News 
Round, newspapers, 
postcards, books, leaflet, place 
maps, blank map, jigsaw, 
Identify, describe, explain, 
compare, evaluate, 
observations, cities, climate, 
physical and human 
geography, environmental, 
sustainable, natural resources, 
key, UK, Europe, land form, 
river, waterfall, erosion, 
meander, flood plain, estuary, 
mouth, source.  

Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of 
Capricorn, Arctic Circle, Antarctic 
Circle, time zones, 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian 
North, Northeast, East, 
Southeast, South, Southwest, 
West, Northwest 
Globe, world map, UK map, 
junior atlas, OS maps, computer 
mapping (GIS), atlas contents 
and index page, Photos, aerial 
images, plan perspectives, 
satellite pictures, google maps, 
graphs, diagrams, YouTube, 
News Round, newspapers, 
postcards, books, leaflet, place 
maps, blank map, jigsaw, 
Identify, describe, explain, 
compare, evaluate, 
observations, cities, climate, 
physical and human geography, 
environmental, sustainable, 
natural resources, key, Asia, 
Indonesia, volcano, Earth, crust, 
mantel, magma, lava, land form, 
mountain, tectonic plates, 
collide.   

 


